
for you. These thoughts are not thoughts of calam-
ity, but to give you hope and a future.” Our past is 
redeemed, our present secure, and our future full of 
hope and expectation. Life in Jesus is the greatest 
gift known to mankind! I encourage each reader to 
embrace this Life with great joy, and to “share what 
you have seen and heard.”  
 

Please pray as we journey forward. Just as the grace 
of God saves us, His grace also sustains and keeps 
us. We have no strength sufficient to the work of His 
Kingdom, but like the Apostle Paul we ask the ques-
tion, “Who is sufficient for such things?” And the an-
swer comes resounding back to us from God’s Word 
that “our sufficiency is in Christ.”  
 

If you are actively involved in the life of our church, I 
want you to know that it is a privilege to “lock arms” 
with you. Together we will “seek first His Kingdom 
and His righteousness…” And if it has been a while 
since you have attended, I would like to extend a 
sincere welcome to you. It would be my privilege to 
meet you, get to know you, and continue to grow 
together in the grace of our Lord Jesus.  
 

If you would enjoy being with us, but your health is 
not such that you get “out and about” much these 
days, please know that we love you, and pray for 
your well being.  
 

“Now to Him who is able to keep you from stum-
bling, and to make you stand in the presence of His 
glory blameless with great joy. To the only God our 
Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, maj-
esty, dominion and authority, before all time and 
now and forever. Amen”  
Pastor Andy 

From the Pastor’s Heart 

THE BEACON 

First Baptist Church, Gate City, Virginia 
 

April 2010 

Since this is my first opportunity to communicate 
with you through our monthly newsletter, I would 
like to cover some territory that some of you may 
have not shared with us. This past Sunday, our 
church family confirmed that I was to be Interim 
Pastor. This new responsibility will officially begin 
the 1st of May, and please know that my family and 
I are excited about the opportunity to be “on 
board” with you during these strategic and exciting 
days.  
 

Scripture teaches us that “man plans his way, but 
the Lord orders his steps.” Certainly my new “post” 
in this Kingdom work is a picture of this scriptural 
truth. I arrived here in January of 2009 as the new 
Area Director for the Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes (a job I still hold). During my first year with 
FCA, I saw the Lord rekindle some very dear rela-
tionships with people from this church, as well as, 
develop new relationships that have grown to be 
equally dear. As a result of these relational connec-
tions, I began to observe the journey of a church 
family that increasingly tugged at my heart. While I 
was admittedly surprised by the intensity of my 
concern, I knew that God was doing a work in my 
heart. A work that included a desire to help. A work 
that found me wanting to join with others to see 
that the destiny of First Baptist Church of Gate City 
would be realized.  
 

Aren’t we blessed to be children of a Heavenly Fa-
ther who speaks. As we walk with Him day by day 
we hear His voice speak in various ways and at 
various times, but always with great love and con-
cern. He is declaring just as He did through the 
prophet Jeremiah that “I know the thoughts I have 



“The Youth Group Scoop”  

for May 2010 
 

Graduate recognition for our graduating 

high school and college-aged seniors will 

be on june 6, 2010. 
 

And for the summer… 

EVENT: Student Life Camp 

LOCATION: Lee University 

WHEN: June 26-30, 2010 

COST: Total cost at $150; $50 deposit with 

sign up 
 

EVENT: World Changers 

DATES: July 19 through 24, 2010 

LOCATION: Anniston, AL 

TOTAL COST: $150 ($60 deposit required 

with sign up) 

And don’t forget our youth gathering at 

the Crossroads Community Center that 

takes place each Wednesday night.  We 

start serving snacks at around 6:15pm 

and the service begins at 6:45pm.  

 

IMPACT SCOTT COUNTY  
 

The week of June 20 ð 26, the Clinch Valley 
Baptist Association and the Virginia Baptist 
Mission Board will conduct an Impact Scott 
County youth mission camp.  The purpose of 
the camp is to assist homeowners in the county 
(making their homes safer, warmer, and dryer ). 
 

People with pickup trucks or trailers are 
needed during the week to transport materials 
between work sites and from suppliers and 
work sites. You do not have to load or unload 
materials.  The need is from Monday June 21

st
 

to Saturday June 26
th

.  You can serve from ½ 
day up to the entire week.  
 

The Southwest Virginia based Disaster Relief 
Mobile kitchen will be set up at Twin Springs 
High School and will provide breakfast and din-
ner for the week beginning with dinner on the 
20th and ending with breakfast on the 26th. 
Workers are needed to assist in preparing 
meals.   
 
If you can help with any of the above, please 
email Patrick Johnson at patrickj@mounet.com.  

LADIESõ CONFERENCE 
Thursday, May 6  
6:00 -6:45 Food and Fellowship  
in the Family Life Center  

(Finger foods catered by Sugar N Spice)  
6:50 -8:15 Conference led by  

òTAKING HOLD MINISTRIESó 
Invite a friend, co -worker or loved one!  
Donõt miss this night of encouragement 
and ministry for women of all ages!!!  
Our Deacons will be serving for the eve-
ning! There is no cost for this event!  

 

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES  
CHILD DEDICATION 

Sunday, May 9th 

During Morning worship 

Contact the church office if you plan 

to participate 

 

VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL  

June 13 -17  

    (Sunday -Thursday)   
        6:00 -8:30 pm  

AGES 3 years Ĕ6th grade  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for all Bible Learning 

activities in all age groups, help also needed in  

refreshments, recreation and crafts. 

Contact Andrea to volunteer!!! 
 

KIDS PRAISE TEAM  

Spring Musical  

G.P.S. (Godõs Plan of Salvation) 

Sunday, June 6th at 6:00 pm  
PRESCHOOL PRAISE TEAM  

Will also be singing that evening before the 
musical begins!  

(Kids and Preschool Praise Team will not meet 
during the summer)  

 

MISSION FRIENDS last meeting for the semester 

will be Wednesday, June 9. They will not meet  during 

the summer. 
 

CENTRI- KID CAMP 
July 5 - 9, Cost $150 including $50  

deposit due now  
Georgetown College, KY  

4 scholarships are needed  
Contact Andrea to donate  

It is not too late to sign up!!  



May anniversaries, birthdays and events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

      1 
 

Brian Center 
Ministry  

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
Vikki Roberts 
Judy Vicars has 
van reserved for 
WMU at 5:00pm 

4 5 
 
Fred McDavid 
Brenda White 

6 
Kristen 
McConnell 
Daniel Jonas 

 
,ÁÄÉÅÓȭ  
Conference at 
6:00pm 

7 8 

9 
-ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ 
Breakfast for 
entire church 

family 8:15 -9:15 
 
Bill Fuller 
 

10 
 
Seth McConnell 
Audrey Williams 

 
 

6:30 Circle of 
Friends 

11 
 
 

NoonɂThe 
Agape Group 

12 13 
9ɂ1 Kelly 

Bledsoe has 
Crossroads  
reserved for  
Headstart  

 

7:00 Maude  
Stallard Group  

14 
 
Marty Hill 

15 
 

Boy Scout 
Graduation in 

Family Life  
Center 

ǄStan & Kim  
Jenkins 

16 
 
Thelma McDavid 

17 
 
Tori Bowen 
 

1:00pm Set up 
for  

Chamber  
Breakfast  

18 
 
E.C. Hill 
 
6:45  Chamber of 

Commerce  
Breakfast in the 

Family Life  

19 
 
Lee Keller 
Clint Lowe 

20 
 
Abrahm Arwood 

21 
 
Logan Davidson 
 

Eva Jane Shelton 
decorating for 

wedding  
 

Rehearsal  
6ɀ8 pm 

22 

Open Church 

Wedding of 

Brianna  

Williams and 

Jarred 

Jennings 

23 
 
Betty Ramey 
Gene McClelland 
Jeanette Dingus 

24 25 26 
 

ǄDavid & Amy 
Smith 
Trish Peters 

27 28 
 
Lindsey Thacker 

29 
ǄTroy & Leslie 
Renfro 
Harry Price 
 

2:00-4:00pm 
Wedding shower 
for Mark Estepp 
& Krista Jenkins 

30 31      

Crossroads reserved by Linda Hammonds 
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Dear Members of First Baptist 
Church, 
Enclosed is a memorial gift in 
memory of our Auntie Rhea Col-
lier, who had many friends at 
First Baptist. She enjoyed your 
love, fellowship and support 

more than words can convey. 
We are especially grateful to the ladies of Auntie 
2ÈÅÁȭÓ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ #ÌÁÓÓ ×ÈÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ Á ÌÏÖÅÌÙ 
luncheon for the family. It gave those of us who live 
father away an opportunity to visit and reflect on 
happier times in the presence of good food while 
surrounded by her friends and our family. 
 

With love, 
John and Jill Quinley 
 
Thanks to everyone who called, visited and sent 
food to me and my family when I had my knee re-
placement. I know that the prayers of fellow believ-
ers being lifted up on my behalf is why I have 
healed so quickly! God is so good! 
 

Robin Sampson 

I want to thank the church for the five Gideon Bi-
bles given in memory of my brother, Billy Lloyd 
Hughes. 
) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÁÍÉÓÓ ÉÆ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÔÈÁÎË ÍÙ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
beautiful flower arrangements and also for the 
many cards of sympathy and love. There is no 
ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÌÏÖÅ ȰÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈȱ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȢ 
Thank you, thank you.  
Love to each of you, 
Lois Carter 
 
First Baptist Staff & Family, 
Thank you for your encouragement and prayers 
for our family over the past 9 months. Grey has fit 
into our family beautifully! God has blessed us be-
yond measure! 
We appreciate the visits, phone calls, texts & food. 
Thank you so much for the Chop House gift card. 
That is one of our favorite places to eat. 
We are so blessed to have such a wonderful church 
family! 
 

Love, 
The Head Family 


